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PLEASEJOINUSFOR

HAWAIIALLIANCEFORRETIREDAMERICANS(HARA)
ANDKOKUACOUNCIL,JOINTLYSPONSOR

2018LEGISLATIVEREVIEW

TheHawaiiAllianceforRetiredAmericans(HARA)andKokuaCouncilwill
jointlysponsortheir12th

AnnualLegislativeReview,affectionatelyknownas

“TheGood,theBad,andtheUgly,”
Wednesday,May23,2018

attheHawaiiStateCapitol,ConferenceRoom 325,from
8:30tonoon.

Thepublicisinvitedtoattendthisfreeforum.Call722-9937oremail:
wongj060@hawaii.rr.com toconfirm attendance.Acontinentalbreakfastand
lightlunchwillbeprovided.

TheLegislativeReviewisaforum tohearlegislatorsdiscussabouthow
issuesimportanttoseniorsfaredinthe2018LegislativeSession,andtoallow
individualsandseniororganizationstosharetheirviewsofthesessionand
thoseissuesthatshouldbeconsideredduringthe2019LegislativeSession
andbeyond.Membersofthecommunityandmorethan30seniorand
communityorganizationshavebeeninvitedtoparticipateintheLegislative
Reviewtooffertheirquestions,comments,andinsightsonthe2018
LegislativeSession.Alivelydiscussionisanticipated.

Invitedlegislatorsinclude:
SenatorRonaldKouchi,SenatePresident
SenatorMichelleKidani,SenateVicePresident
SenatorRosalynBaker,Commerce,ConsumerProtection&amp;HealthChair
SenatorJoshGreen,HumanServicesChair
SenatorDonovanDelaCruz,Ways&amp;MeansChair
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SenatorWillEspero,HousingChair
RepresentativeScottSaiki,HouseSpeaker
RepresentativeMarkNakashima,HouseViceSpeaker
RepresentativeJohnMizuno,Health&amp;HumanServicesChair
RepresentativeDellaAuBelatti,MajorityLeader
RepresentativeSylviaLuke,FinanceChair
RepresentativeGreggTakayama,KupunaCaucusCo-Chair

“ShiningLightAwards”willbepresentedtoindividuals,who
utilizingthelegislativeprocesshavemade

importantcontributionsasadvocatesforseniorsandour
community.

PriorityBillNo.1HB1911HD2SD1CD1
RELATINGTOHEALTH.
AuthorizestheDepartmentofHealthtoinvestigatecarefacilitiesreportedto
beoperatingwithoutanappropriatecertificateorlicenseissuedbythe
Department.Establishespenaltiesforviolationsandfor
knowinglyreferringortransferringpatientstouncertifiedorunlicensedcare
facilities,withcertainexceptions.Excludeslandlordsfrom licensure,under

certainconditions.TransmittedtoGovernor

Priorities2,3,4HB1900HD1SD2CD1RELATINGTOTHESTATE
BUDGET
$1.2millionfortheKupunaCaregiversprogram*$3.8millionfortheKupuna
Careprogram $1.7millionfortheADRC
*BudgetProvisorethisitem:"Providedthatofthegeneralfundappropriation
forexecutiveofficeonaging(HTH904),thesum of$1,200,000orsomuch
thereofasmaybenecessaryforfiscalyear2018-2019shallbeexpendedfor
thekupunacaregiversprogram;providedfurtherthattheexecutiveofficeon
agingshalllimitthebenefitsforeachqualifiedrecipienttoonceperweek."

TransmittedtoGovernor

Priority6HB1916HD2SD2CD1RELATINGTOHEALTH.
RequirestheExecutiveOfficeonAgingtobienniallyupdatethestateplanon
Alzheimer'sdiseaseandrelateddementias,includeanimplementationwork
planforeachgoalinthestateplan,andinclude
informationonprogressmadetowardthegoalsofthestateplanon
Alzheimer'sdiseaseandrelateddementiasinitsannualreporttothe
legislature.(HB1916CD1)TransmittedtoGovernor
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SummaryofObjectionstotheBudgetProvisothatlimitsKupuna
Caregiverservicestoonceperweek:

Thereareatleastfivemajorjustificationsforaline-item veto.

First,theprovisorunscontrarytothepurposesandprovisionsof
thelawthatcreatedconstitutionalquestionsastohowfarabudget
provisocangobeforeitcrossesthelineandrepresentsanattempt
toamendalawwithouttheappropriatelegislativeprocess.Italso
suggeststhattheGovernorcouldjustifyaLineItem Vetobecause
theprovisoviolatesoroverridesexistinglaw.
 
Second,thePUBLICprocesswasflawed.Therewasnopublic
hearingonthisspecificproposal.From whatwecantell,noneof
themajorstake-holderswereinvolvedoragreedtoit:NotAARP,
notKokuaCouncil,nottheorganizationsthathavealreadybegun
providingservices.CertainlynottheCountyADRCs.
 
Third,initialreactionsarethatthiswillcrippleandnegatethe
purposeoftheprogram.Onlyoneserviceperweekprobablyis
NOTgoingtoconvinceaworkingcaregivertokeepworking.Six
daysaweektheirlovedonewillstillneedtheirattention.
 
Fourth,alreadymanyfamilieswhowouldNOThavebeenableto
affordserviceshavesignedupandarenowreceivingthe$70per
day.Thisprovisowillcutthem offabruptly. 

Fifth,forthoseserviceproviderswhohavesignedthem upand
haveincorporatedthisprogram intotheirservicecapacityand
organizationalbudgets,thisisabodyblow.FortheDaycare
serviceprovidersonOahuthiswillbeespeciallyharsh.
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JOINKOKUACOUNCIL!
Yes!IwanttojoinKokuaCouncil.Herearemyannualduesandmycontactinformation.Iunderstand
thatmyphonenumberwillbeaddedtotheKokuaPhoneTreeandIwillreceivethemonthlynewsletter
andoccasionale-mails.OurfiscalyearstartsinJanuary.PleasemakecheckspayabletoKokua
Council.

IndividualMember__$10.00 LifeMember__$100.00 OrganizationalMember__$25.00

Donations:501(c)(4)Advocacy_______EducationFund:501(c)(3)_______(TaxDeductible)
Date__________

Name_____________________________Phone___________Fax___________Email________________

Address______________________________City__________________State_____ZipCode____________

Honolulu,HI96813
http://www.kokuacouncil.org

ReturnServicerequested

WORKINGTOGETHERTOHELPOTHERS

WhoAreWe?
TheKokuaCouncilisoneofHawaii’soldestadvocacygroups.Thereisa$10.00annualmembershiptodefrayprinting
andpostagecosts.Ateachmeeting,topicalissuesarepresentedfordiscussionandpossibleaction.Weembrace
diversityandextendaspecialinvitationtoanyseniororintergenerationalmindedindividualinterestedinadvocatingfor
theseimportantissuesinHawaii.”Allarewelcome.WHEN:4thMondayofeverymonth,11:30a.m.to1:00p.m.
WHERE:HarrisUnitedMethodistChurch@ Nuuanu&SouthVineyardBlvd.,Ampleparkingandalightlunchareprovided
for$5.00Donation.REACHUS:c/oHarrisUnitedMethodistChurch,20SouthVineyardBlvd,Honolulu,Hawaii96813

Mission:“KokuaCounciladvocatesandseekstoempowerseniorsandotherconcernedcitizenstobeeffective
advocatesinshapingthefutureandwell-beingofourcommunity,withparticularattentiontothoseneedinghelpin
advocatingforthemselves.”

YOUR2018OFFICERSANDBOARDMEMBERS
Boardandattendingcommunitymemberselectedthe2017KokuaCouncilOfficersandBoardMembers.Officers:
President–-Jim Shon,282-1509;Secretary–KathyWyatt;VPs:BarbaraServiceandLilaMower,Treasurer–Barbara
Service,352-7779.BoardMembers:CharlesCarole;T.J.Davies,tjdavies@juno.com ;LarryGeller,540-1928;LilaMower,
BarbaraService,HelenWagner,Emeritus:Sam Cox,RichardMiller.

Website:www.kokuacouncil.org


